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“Years, hike acorns, form the branches 
Of the giant oak of time, 
Fill the earth with healthy seedlings 
For a future more sublime.” 


—John Savage. 
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Dedicated--- 


to the heroic men and women 
of Saint Mary Parish—priests, 
sisters and laity—who by their 
unselfish efforts and generosity 
have labored for the glory of 


God and the good of souls. 
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SPANISH PEAKS 


(From a drawing by Mary Meneghini) 


These twin peaks, known to the Indians as the Huajatolla, are famous in history and in legend. 
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FOREWORD - 


This little book, written on the occasion of 
the Diamond Jubilee celebration of St. Mary 
Parish, represents an attempt to recapture 
and set down in print some of the events that 
have transpired since the first priest took up 
his residence in this community. 


Much that has happened and many things 
which have been done must of necessity be 
left out of this work. Would that it had 
been possible to treat the subject adequately! 


We, who are reaping the fruits of the la- 
bors and sacrifices of those who built the 
parish and community which we know today, 
owe to those valiant and sturdy souls a far 
greater debt than we perhaps realize. 


Since the development of the parish and 
of the county have been so closely related, 
pictures and material have been included 
about some of our pioneer citizens. 


October 14, 1944. 
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HUERFANO BUTTE—the little orphan peak—which 
gives its name to the river at its base and the territory 
in which it stands. 
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PART I 
EL HUERFANO 


There stands, a few hundred yards to the east of the 
bridge where Highway 85 crosses the Huerfano river today, 
a lonely little mountain, separated from its larger relatives 
by several miles—a sort of poor little family runt that could 
not quite keep up with its high-flying older brothers. Be- 
cause it is so all alone, it was called “huerfano,”’ a word 
meaning “orphan,’’ by the early Spanish explorers. It is 
not really a mountain, or hardly a hill either, for that mat- 
ter. But because it rises sharply from the plain of the 
Huerfano river, it acquires prominence as a landmark all 
out of proportion to its size. Geologists call it a volcanic 
plug. Others, not so concerned about scientific accuracy, 
refer to it as a butte. Small though it is, it has given its 
name to the vast area from which it springs—Huerfano 
county. 

The California gold rush of 1849 increased the clamor for 
a transcontinental railroad, a clamor that had been growing 
since the thirties. In 1853 Congress appropriated $150,000 
for the purpose of surveying several possible rail routes to 
the Pacific from the Mississippi. Two of the surveying 
parties came through this territory in that same year, one 
led by Captain John W. Gunnison, and the other by John C. 
Fremont. Fremont’s expedition was financed by private 
capital, while Gurmison’s was an official United States rail- 
road survey. The description of ‘““Huerfano Butte” in the 
report of Fremont prompted the Hon. Thomas H. Benton 
of Missouri to suggest this lonely pile ef volcanic rocks as 
a suitable place on which to erect a colossal statue of Chris- 
tepher Columbus. 


THERE IS THE EAST; THERE LIE THE INDIES 


The Senator, who served 30 years in the Senate of the 
United States, spent the last years of his serviee trying to 
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JOHN ALBERT 
(Courtesy Colorado State 
Historical Society) 


John Albert trapped on the Cu- 
charas river as early as 1834. He 
was the only survivor of the Taos 
massacre. Twenty-six children were 


HIRAM VASQUEZ 
(Courtesy Colorado State 
Historical Society) 


Vasquez was kidnapped by the In- 
dians when he was twelve years 
old and was raised by them. After 
nis escape he lived in La Veta. 


born to him. He spent the last 
years of his life in Walsenburg. 


induce the government to build the railroad to the Pacific 
Coast. “‘During this time he had familiarized himself with 
the reports and description of the several routes for such a 
national highway, and the fact that Col. Fremont became 
his son-in-law added a personal interest to Mr. Benton’s 
efforts. Among the last of his eloquent and forceful speeches 
in the Senate on the subject of the Pacific railway, he drew 
a word picture of the route which he preferred and said: 
‘This great national highway should start in St. Louis where 
it would connect with the commerce of the waterways of 
the Missouri, the Ohio, and the Mississippi rivers, and the 
Gulf of Mexico, and then I should have it run to Independ- 
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ence, thence to the Arkansas river and on up to Bent’s Fort 
and on to the mouth of the Huerfano river and up that 
stream to the Sangre de Cristo pass, over to the Rio Grande 
and then over the Continental divide to the Paifie Coast. 


“And on this route, at the base of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, on the bank of the Huerfano river this railroad would 
pass a lofty solitary rock rising like a pinnacle and seeming 
a God-created sentinel guarding the gateway of the snow- 
capped mountain walls, and the summit of that monumental 
pinnacle J would have carved into a titanic figure of Chris- 
topher Columbus, who discovered this continent in his 
search for the East Indies by sailing west, and that figure 
of Columbus would have an outstretched arm with the hand 
pointing toward the Pacific as though his voice was pro- 
claiming to the world, “There is the East; there are the 
Indies’’.’ ”’ (Cf. Stone, History of Colorado, Vol. 1, “Spanish 
Jurisdiction’’). 

Apparently more weighty matters must have occupied 
the attention of the lawmakers that day because no one can 
remember there ever having been a statue on top of the 
butte to which Senator Benton referred. But, even so, the 
would-be mountain had had its day in the hallowed halls of 
the Senate. When Benton died, however, a bronze statue 
was erected to his memory in Lafayette park, St. Louis, Mis- 
souri. This statue shows the statesman garbed in a classic 
Roman toga, facing toward the setting sun. On the pedestal 
of the statue there is this inscription: ‘‘There Lies the East; 
There are the Indies.”’ 

The idea of putting a statue on the butte did not come 
to an end with the Senator. Just a few years ago Congress- 
man Joe A. Martin in a letter stated: ‘From the Library of 
Congress at Washington, D. C., I have obtained some au- 
thentic matter which would be a definite historic basis un- 
der the suggestion that it (The Huerfano Butte) be made a 
historical memorial. It was my idea that the County acquire 
the site and set up a rehabilitation project under the WPA 
and restore the Rock to its original height and proportions 
from the fragments scattered about, which appear to be 
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_ample for the job, and that it be surmounted by a statue of 


John C. Fremont, who proposed that a transcontinental rail- 
road be built up the Arkansas river, thence up the Huer- 
fano, and thence westward. The Huerfano Rock was sur- 
surveyed and photographed by the Fremont party, and the 
historian of the trip proposed that a tablet pointing west- 
ward be set on the rock bearing the words, ‘There is the 
East; There lies India’.” Eventually someone will probably 
succeed in planting a statue of somebody or other on its top. 


INDIAN EDEN 


To the south and west of Walsenburg a few miles rise 
the twin peaks, the Huajatolla or Spanish Peaks, famous in 
legend and in history. The oldest tradition tells of a sort 
of Garden of Paradise which once existed at the base of the 
Huajatolla; a place where people lived happily and peace- 
fully. Many are the tales told of lost gold mines. The 
numerous old prospect holes and abandoned mine shafts 
bear testimony to the possible Lee oepsi of the legends, or 
at least te the fact that many a treasure hunter, influenced 
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the Mexican government in 1844 
of some 4,000,000 acres. This was 
known as the Las Animas Grant. 
Huerfano county was part of that 
grant. 
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COL. J. M. FRANCISCO AND JUDGE HENRY DAIGRE 


(Courtesy Colorado State Historical Society) 


In 1862 Francisco and Daigre located on the upper Cucharas. Their 
ranch later became the townsite of La Veta. The land was secured 
from St. Vrain. 


by these stories, hoped that they might be true. 

Just who first settled in what is now Huerfane county, 
or when, is difficult, if not impossible,-to determine. Cer- 
tainly the French and American trappers were in this coun- 
try in the beginning of the last century. The first American 
to enter Colorado, at least in so far as there is any record, 
was James Purcell. He traveled from South Park to New 
Mexico in 1805 over a route which would take him through 
this vicinity. De Munn and Chouteau, organizers of the 
first large fur venture in Colorado, had a winter camp on 
the Huerfano in 1815-1816. 

George F. Ruxton, the young English adventurer and 
writer, who left Taos for the United States on January 1, 
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1847, tells of coming upon a little settlement of erstwhile 
trappers between the Huerfano and the Greenhorn who 
had been forced to take up other means of earning a liveli- 
hood because of the decline in the fur trade. They had on 
hand some corn which they had raised in the valley during 
the preceding summer. No record of their name remains, 
or of how long these restless souls were able to stifle their 
longing for the forest trails and beaver dams. 


ORGANIZATION OF HUERFANO COUNTY 


Huerfano county, as originally organized in 1861, com- 
prised the area which now constitutes the counties of Huer- 
fano and Las Animas, together with that part of Bent lying 
south of the Arkansas river, and that part of Pueblo lying 
south of the same stream and east of the St. Charles river. 
The county was so inconveniently large that as its settlement 
progressed, it was, with the common consent of the people, 
divided by an act of the Territorial Legislature in 1867, 
when the present limits were established. The organization 
of the county as a political entity in those first years was lit- 
tle more than a figure of speech. Because the distances 
were so immense and towns did not exist, official proceed- 
ings presented a real problem. It is doubtful if the first 
county judge ever held court, and the commissioners met 
only once during their term of office. After the division it 
was the good fortune of the county to inherit about an 
equal portion of plain and mountain. 


FIRST SETTLERS 


The first permanent settlers of whom there is any rec- 
ord arrived in 1859. Jose Fabian Baca and an old blind 
man, Pedro Martinez, together with his large family, set- 
tled on the Huerfano river about two miles below the site 
of Badito. Sotero Pino, though his family lived at Costilla, 
planted crops in this valley during the years of 1858 and 
1859. Rufino Wilkins is believed to have moved into this 
same area early in 1860. By November of that same year 
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MR. AND MRS. FRED WALSEN 


Fred Walsen opened the first coal mine in Huerfano county. Walsen- 
burg was named after him, and he was the town’s first mayor. Mrs. 
Walsen’s maiden name was Millie Sporleder. She was the daughter of 
August Sporleder. 


the “Placita de los Martinez” was certainly in existence. 
There was a store in the placita, and a little to the east of 
the store, a fenced cornfield. 

Between 1860 and 1865 a number of persons from Cos- 
tila, Culebra and Trinchera planted grain experimentally 
in the Huerfano and Cucharas valleys, though they did not 
live there. In 1862 John Francisco, Henry Daigre, John 
Delivera and a number of others settled in a Beanie spot 
now occupied by the town of La Veta. 

The total population of the county at the end of 1859 
probably amounted to 25 persons. By 1861 it had doubled, 
and there were about 75 the following year. In 1865 thirty- 
five English speaking and three hundred and thirty-six 
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Spanish speaking voters made up the entire population, 
content with the profits of their agrarian or pastoral lives. 
They were without town, lawyer, doctor or priest. Two or 
three little stores, with their handful of merchandise, sup- 
plied the immediate and simple needs of their customers. 
The distinguishing marks of a successful man, his refine- 
ment and social standing, consisted of a good horse, a sad- 
dle and bridle, a Colt revolver, and the ability to dance the 
fandango. Judging from the stories about the Huerfano 
county of today which are printed in our city newspapers 
rather frequently, one might gather that their editors 
haven’t heard that these ancient qualifications for standing 
in the community are not de rigueur nowadays. 
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-MR. AND MRS. ALEXANDER LEVY 


A. L. Levy was one of Walsenburg’s first merchants. Mrs. Levy’s 
maiden name was Lillie Sporleder. She and Mrs. Walsen were sisters. 
She and her mother arrived in Walsenburg in 1873. 
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POPULATION INCREASE 


1865 witnessed the beginning of the real seitlement of 
the county. The new arrivals came chiefly from Costilla, 
Culebra, Rio Colorado and Conejos. La Veta, Walsenburg 
(then known as the Plaza de los Leones), and Cucharas 
Village sprang into being in 1866. 


ORIGINAL WALSENBURG 


The infant village of Walsenburg, or as it was called at 
the time, Plaza de los Leones, consisted of a few families 
gathered together in a spot occuping hardly more than a 
couple of present-day city blocks. Most prominent among 
the inhabitants of the new town were Francisco Atencio, 
Fred Walsen, August Sporleder, and Miguel Leon and his 
children. It was after Leon that the town was called for 
a few years. 


VISITS OF BISHOP MACHEBEUF 


Though there was no resident priest in those first days, 
the Catholics did have the opportunity of receiving the 
Sacraments occasionally. Huerfano county was visited be- 
tween 1860 and 1865 by the then Very Rev. Joseph P. 
Machebeuf who had been sent to Colorado to care for rap- 


idly-increasing Catholic population of the Territory. His — 


assistant, Father Raverdy, and other priests, also came oe- 
casionally to minister to the people. Father Luis Merles, at 
that time pastor of Costilla, New Mexico, made almost 
monthly visits between 1866 and 1869. When he was un- 
able to come himself, he sent his assistant, Father Robert 
Garasou. During this period Mass was celebrated at Ba- 
dito, Placita de los Martinez, Sotero Pino’s, St. Mary’s, Cu- 
charas, Plaza de los Leones (Walsenburg), Tesquesqulite, 
Albino Cordova’s placita, Lorenzo Romero’s, Teodoro Maes’ 
and La Veta. 
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PART II 


The growth of the Territory of Colorado as a whole had 
been so considerable during the decade following Pike’s 
Peak gold rush that a more definite and localized ecclesiati- 
cal organization was required. Accordingly, Colorado was 
separated from the Diocese of Santa Fe, and erected as the 
Vicariate of Colorado. Father Joseph Machebeuf was con- 
secrated Vicar Apostolic of Colorado on August 16, 1868. 
He had all too few priests to satisfy the demands of the 
many new parishes for which there was such a crying need. 

Huerfano county, too, during these years was rapidly 
increasing in population. This meant that something had 
to be done to provide the Catholics with more frequent and 
regular religious services. It also meant that the time when 


a priest could be supported had been reached by the com- 


munity. 


OUR LADY OF SEVEN DOLORS 


In the fall of the year 1869 Bishop Machebeuf estab- 
lished the parish of Our Lady of the Seven Dolors at Wal- 
senburg. Father Joseph Percevault was appointed as the 
first pastor. Father Percevault had, of course, neither 
church nor chapel in his new parish, so he set about the 
business of building one. The necessary ground was pur- 
chased from Joseph Bourcy for the consideration of fifty 
dollars. The site is now occupied by a store on the north- 
west corner of Seventh and Main. This first church was a 
jacal building. To build a jacal, logs are placed upright 
side by side in a shallow trench. After the doors, windows, 
and roof are finished, the logs are plastered with adobe. 
Even to this day a person driving about the county will see a 
number of these old jacal structures still in existence and in 
use. The selection of the site for the church was made be- 
fore the execution of the town plat, “‘made by Theodore F. 
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Braun and filed for record in the office of the County Clerk 
and Recorder, said County of Huerfano, on the 20th day of 
October, 1873.” While this temporary structure was small, 
it was large enough for the present needs of the congrega- 
tion. At the rear of the building there were separate rooms 
for the use of the priest. The little church was even more 
temporary than Father Percevault had planned it. Within 
three years after its construction, this humble house of wor- 
ship caught fire during the solemn procession held on the 
feast of Corpus Christ, and was quickly reduced to ashes. 


FATHER MERLES ARRIVES 


Father Louis Merles was born in Le Puy, France in 
1829. After completing his course of theological studies, he 
joined the congregation of Marist Fathers. He was an ex- 
traordinarily good preacher, and he used his talents in giv- 
ing missions and in preaching courses of Lenten and Ad- 
vent sermons. In 1863 he arrived in New Mexico, and was 
made assistant to the Very Rev. P. Eguillon at Santa Fe. 
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UNFUG BROTHERS TRADING POST 


This building, erected in 1872, was located on the corner of Seventh and 
Main Street, approximately where the Krier store now stands. The 
wagons shown in the picture were used for freighting goods from Cu- 
charas Junction. For some time in those early years the railroad did 
not come into Walsenburg, so it was necessary to transport passengers 
and freight from Cucharas, the nearest depot, to Walsenburg by team. 
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In February of 1865 Bishop Lamy appointed him pastor of 
Costilla, New Mexico. It was a new parish, so he had to 
start from the beginning, practically speaking. There was 
at the time an adobe church, but nothing else—no sacred 
vessels, no vestments, no house. His parish included the - 
care of San Luis, Trinchera, Roi Colorado and Huerfano 
County. As has been remarked previously, he made almost 
monthly visits to this county between the years 1866 and 
1869. A few of the old residents still living here were bap- 
tized by Father Merles on his visits to this section during 
this period. Father Robert Garasou was appointed as his 
assistant in 1868. 

In June of 1871 Father Merles was appointed pastor of 
Walsenburg. His name appears on the baptismal records 
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BISHOP MACHEBEUF 


Bishop Machebeuf often visited the 
Catholics of Huerfano county him- 
self prior to the appointment of 12 
resident priest in 1869. 
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of the parish for the first time on August 1, 1871. The 
parish was divided about this same time into two parishes. 
Father Joseph. Percevault received the Huerfano portion. 


. He made Los Chavez (near Gardner) his headquarters. A 


neat little chapel erected there testified to his energy and 
priestly zeal. St. Joseph was chosen as the patron of this 
church. During his residence here he opened and success- 
fully conducted a school. After about two years of this he 
returned to Walsenburg as assistant to Father Merles. The 
two parishes were reunited with the boundaries of the coun- 
ty being the parish boundaries. While he served the parish 
in Walsenburg the second time Father Percevault accepted 
a position as teacher in the public school for about two 
years. He left the diocese in the spring of 1876 and made 
his way to Arizona. 


RULE OF THUMB LOCATION 


After the fire which destroyed the original church in 
1873 Father Merles quickly set about the erection of an- 
other building. But beginning a church and completing it 
were then, as now, two different things. His plans did not 
come to immediate fruition. A new location was chosen, 
one which most suited the bishop, the priests and the people. 
While it was undoubtedly a pleasant site, later events 
proved it a rather unwise choice. A piece of land was pur- 
chased from Miguel Leon. Since this was bought before 
the government survey the manner of describing and locat- 
ing it on what passed for an official document in those days 
is rather interesting. The deed reads: “This Indenture, 
made and entered into this twenty-first day of August, in 
the year of our Lord, One Thousand, eight hundred and 
seventy-three, Between Miguel Leon, the party of the first 
part and Louis Merles and Joseph Percevault, the parties of 
the second part, (all of Huerfano County, Colorado Terri- 
tory) Witnesseth, that for and in consideration of the sum 
of One Hundred (100) Dollars, the receipt of which is 
hereby acknowledged, the said party of the first part has 
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FRANCISCO PLAZA 
(Denver Public Library Western Gollection. Photo by O. T. Davis.) 


This photograph was taken in 1890. The fort was built by Col. Fran- 
cisco in 1862. It is still in use as a dwelling house in La Veta. 


bargained, sold, conveyed and granted by these presents 
does, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto said parties of the 
second part all the following lot, piece or parcel of land, 
situate, lying and being in the County of Huerfano, Terri- 
tory of Colorado, and particularly described as follows to- 
wit: Commencing at the corner of the house now occupied 
by John Albert; and running thence about one hundred and 
eighty yards to the house now occupied by Cruz Mestes (in 
front of the door of said house) ; thence about 240 yards in 
an Easterly direction to the lands claimed by Francisco 
Atencio; thence Southerly along the said Atencio’s line to 
the Cucharas River; thence to the point of beginning, con- 
taining about twelve acres of land more or less...” 
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PARISHIONERS BUILT OWN CHURCH 


Father Merles had planned to have a church cruciform 
in shape, but lack of sufficient money forced nim to sim- 
plify it for the time being at least. Work was begun on the 
building in the summer of 1873. The people were poor but 
willing. Some few contributed money; others gave the 
stone for the foundation; some made adobes for the walls; 
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WALBENBURG’S LEADING CITIZENS— 
IN THE ’70s 


Left to right: Capt. James Thompson, John Chapell, 
John Albert, Fred Walsen, T. L. Creesy; seated: 
Fa « e Campbell, Charles Mazzone, Isaac Dailey, 
Henry Strange, Frank Duhme, John H. Brown, 
August Sporleder. 
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still others gave cattle, sheep and horses to be sold and the 
proceeds used. The more well-to-do, that is, those who 
were the owners of team and wagon, hauled lumber. In 
the end, all of this amounted to a building seventy-five feet 
long, thirty feet wide and sixteen feet high. It made no 
pretentions to any style of church architecture, except, per- 
haps, to that popular American style known as “Four walls 
and a roof.” Wi 

Two years after its beginning the church was opened 
for religious services. . There were no interior furnishings. 
The congregation either had to stand or else bring its own 
chairs. In October of 1876 when a new pastor arrived, he 
found the place still without vestry, altar railing or pews, 
and the bell which had been donated by Fred Walsen was 
still resting on the ground because there was no tower in 
which to hang it. Unpretentious as the building was it had 
cost Father Merles in the neighborhood of four thousand 
dollars. He planned to add to it as the money became avail- 
able, but he never had the opportunity to realize his ambi- 
tion. An untimely accident shortly afterwards resulted in 
his death 

At the same time that the church was built, Father 
Merles erected a parish house. This consisted of six rooms, 
and had a flat roof. To the north of the dwelling he put up 
a combined barn and stable. 

The location was a pleasant enough spot. The church 
and residence were situated in the middle of a large natural 
grove consisting of cottonwood, maple, plum, acacia, weep- 
ing willow and wild cherry trees, with a mixture of wild 
currants and vines. Before man’s devestating hand had 
denuded the country, the county abounded in similar groves. 
At this particular time not more than an acre of church 
property had been cleared of its luxuriant growth. 

An item about the dedication of this churcan appeared 
in the Rocky Mountain News on September 29, 1874: “A 
new and elegant Catholic Church has been dedicated at 
Walsenburg in Huerfano County.” 
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ACCIDENT IS FATAL TO FATHER MERLES 


On September 1, 1876 Father Merles and his driver 
were riding in his spring wagon. There are two versions of 
the nature of his errand. One has it that he was on a sick 
call; the other that he was on his way to Trinidad to meet 
the Bishop. About three miles south of Walsenburg he was 
thrown from his wagon and landed on his head. The re- 
sult was that he suffered a broken neck. The driver es- 
caped with nothing more serious than shock. The priest 
was brought back to town, but since there was no resident 
doctor, little could be done for him. The nearest approach 
to a doctor was a man who had studied a little medicine in 
Germany before coming to America. He was carried into 
this man’s house on Main Street, but primitive frontier med- 
ical aid failed to help the dying priest. He never regained 
consciousness. He died the following day, September 2nd. 

His funeral was held on September 4, 1876, and was 
attended by Bishop Machebeuf, by Father Montenorelli, 
S.J., of Conejos, Father Leone, S.J., of Trinidad, and 
Fathers Boff and Figerou. The latter two happened to be 
passing nearby when they received the news of Father 
Merles’ death. A wooden cross at the rear of the church he 
had barely finished marked his grave. He was 47 years of 
age when he died. 

Bishop Machebeuf arranged with the Jesuit Fathers at 
Trinidad to care for the parish of Walsenburg until he could 
secure another priest to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of its pastor. During this interval Father Leone visited the 
parish twice. 

In July of 1876 the railroad reached Walsenburg, and 
then continued on to La Veta. This naturally resulted in a 
boom for both towns. Previously the railroad had run about 
six miles to the east of town. Cucharas City had sprung up 
suddenly there. It became a town of some size, with streets 
properly laid out, trees and a ditch for the public use. 
Everything to insure a long and prosperous future for this 
town was done. Its boosters hoped that it would quickly 
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eclipse Walsenburg in size and importance. Then the rail- 
road was moved, and the end of 1876 saw the departure of 
its last inhabitant. Today all that remains are the ruins of 
the old hotel. 

One interesting bit of railroad history in the state has 
to do with La Veta Pass. When the line reached its tem- 
porary terminus in La Veta in 1876, the chief engineer of 
the Denver and Rio Grande Railway was ordered to make a 
survey of the pass with the idea of finding a route through 
which trains could be run into the San Luis Valley. Col. 
Greenwood, the engineer, returned after a few days exam- 
ination and pronounced the pass impracticable for railroad 
purposes. Then General Palmer, president of the road, and 
Ex-Governor A. C. Hunt, managing director, made an inves- 
tigation, and Hunt drew a rough sketch on a piece of paper 
of what he thought was a usable route. This sheet of paper 
became known as “‘Hunt’s Goose Egg”? a name given to it 
by the engineering department of the railroad. The event- 
ual completion of the road over the pass proved who was 
in the right. 
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WALSEN-LEVY STORE 


One of the first business establishments opened in the Plaza de fe 


Leones (Walsenburg). 
(Courtesy Colorado State Historical Society) 
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PRIMORDIAL RICHES 


Long before there were taxes or pensions or wars, 
Huerfano county, along with the rest of Colorado, was cov- 
ered by a large inland sea. Gradually that sea was filled 
up, and towards the end of the Cretaceous era all that re- 
mained of it were swamps and lagoons. In these, and 
around their borders, grew large plants, which lived their 
span of life, and then fell over into the water. There they 
underwent changes which started them on their way to be- 
coming coal. Then changing conditions in the topography 
brought the rivers with their loads of sand and silt and clay 
to cover the accumulated layer of dead vegetable matter. 
The pressure and heat of the overlying material gradually 
completed the process of coal-making. Such was the origin, 
away back in geologic time, of what was to be responsible 
primarily for Walsenburg’s growth, and of what was to pro- 
vide mainly for the support of its citizens, excluding, of 
course, the W.P.A. interlude. 

Coal was known to exist in the county for many years 
prior to the opening of the first mine, because there are 
outcroppings of it in many places. However, until some 
means of transporting the coal to market economically could 
be had, there was no percentage in digging it out of the 
ground. The coming of the railroad in the summer of 1876 
brought with it the promise of things to come, for it meant 
that the principal resource of the county could now be ex- 
ploited. 

Along toward the end of 1876, Fred Walsen opened the 
Walsen mine. This was located about a mile west of what 


then amounted to Walsenburg, and, in this same locality, | 


the Cameron and the Robinson were shortly afterwards de- 
veloped. 
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The start of coal mining created quite a burst of activ- 
it. The pcpulation increased, as was to be expected, since 
there were jobs to be had. And suddenly there were three 
stores and three hotels. Even a sense of civic consciousness 
blossomed forth where before had flourished only the yucca 
flower. In 1877 shade trees were planted on Main Street-— 


a thoughtful gesture on the part of the city fathers, since 


these provided a measure of comfort and protection from 
the sun’s heat to the town philosophers. Mention of the 
county jail should not be neglected, though apparently few 
guests were entertained there in those days. Those few 
who were given the opportunity to meditate upon the evil 
of their ways within its walls must indeed have been some 
*picaros.’ 


FATHER USSEL APPOINTED 


After attending the funeral ot Father Merles, Bishop 
Machebeuf left immediately for Santa Fe to see his friend, 
‘Archbishop Lamy, and to ask him for a priest to replace the 


REV. GABRIEL USSEL 
1839-1909 


Father Ussel was pastor of the 
Walsenburg parish from 1876 un- 
til his death in the fal] fo 1903 


(Opposite Page) 


Pi 
: CERTIFICATE OF FATHER 
5g USSEL’S ORDINATION 
; Father Ussel was ordained in Santa 
b : “j Fe by Bishop Lamy on December 
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deceased pastor of Walsenburg. He was more successful 
in his errand than he had dared hope to be, for the Arch- 
bishop gave him Father Ussel. 

Gabriel Ussel was born in France in 1839, and made his 
theological studies at the seminary at Clermont. While yet 
a deacon, he, together with five other seminarians, arrived 
in Santa Fe on November 10, 1856. He received priesthood 
there from the hands of Bishop Lamy on December 12, 
1856. Then he was immediately appointed as assistant pas- 
tor of the parish of Arroyo Hondo Taos County. Father An- 
tonio Juillard was his pastor. Early in 1858, Father Juillard, 
because of his failing health left for France, and Father 
Ussel was left alone to administer this vast territory. It in- 
cluded all the area from which the parishes of Costilla, 
Conejos and San Luis were iater to be formed. On January 
6, 1859, he was appointed pastor of the parish of Fernan- 
dez de Taos in Taos county, and there he remained until Ap- 
ril of 1876 when he moved to E] Rito in Rio Arribo county, 
Colorado. He stayed at this last named place until his as- 
signment to Walsenburg. 

Father Ussel arrived in Walsenburg on Wednesday, 
October 10, 1876. On Sunday, the 14th, he was installed 
as pastor by the Bishop. So began a task which was to 
occupy all his effcrts and attention until the end of his life, 
thirty-three years later. 

Father Ussel, or, as he was called by his Spanish-speak- 
ing parishioners, Padre Gabriel, wrote a brief history of the 
parish and a resume of conditions as he found them upon 
his entry. For one thing, he discovered that no parish fi- 
nancial records had been kept, a condition which he soon 
remedied. On the very day of his arrival he opened a set 
of business records, and his first heading under the date of 
October 10, 1876 reads: ‘On the above-mentioned date, 
this church has neither funds nor debts.” It wasn’t until 
two weeks afier his installation that he was able to record 
any receipts. Perhaps the excitement caused by the episco- 
pal visitation and the novelty of having a new pastor made 
everyone forget to take up the usual collection for the first 
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two Sundays. At any rate, when someone finally got around 
to this very necessary job, the collection for Sunday, Octo- 
ber 28th, amounted to $2.40. Then it varied. Somtimes it 
was a little more, but not often. Generally it was less. But 


on Christmas day of that same year, it hit a new high 


—$3.45. 


CONVENT PURCHASED 


In August, 1878, a ten-room house was purchased from 
August Sporleder to be used as a convent, and a campaign 
to raise the cost of the building, $200, was begun on August 
the 4th. It was Father Ussel’s plan to secure a place in 
which the Sisters could live, so that he could open a school 
as soon as possible. His dream of a school was one which 
he was not to see realized. 

A mention was made earlier to the unfortunate choice 
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WALSENBURG IN THE ’80s 


This view shows the extent of the town about sixty years ago. The old 
church can be seen to the right in the picture. 
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EARLY VIEW OF GARDNER 


(Courtesy Colorado State Historical Society) 


of the site on which the church and rectory had been erect- 
ed. For one thing, it was too far from the populated area. 
Another disadvantage was its proximity to the river, some- 
thing which was soon to result in disaster. 

During the summer of 1878 a great deal of effort had 
been put into the parish grounds in order to make them 
more attractive. There were walks, cottonwood trees 
planted in rows, flower beds, a vegetable garden, and an 
alfalfa field. But all this had been done unmindful of the 
tantrums wnich the Cucharas river was prone to indulge in 
from time to time. 


FLOOD DESTROYS CHURCH 


On August 24, 1878, a heavy rain fell steadily for fully 
twelve hours. The river left its banks, and rose to a height 
beyond anything which the oldest inhabitant could remem- 
ber it ever having reached before. All the area lying along 
the river bottom was inundated. Water reached to within 


one foot of the window sills of the church, and about two 
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feet above the stone foundation of the building. The struc- 
ture was not swept away, nor did it collapse immediately. 
But its adobe walls were softened to such an extent that 
they were dangerously weak. The church tumbled down 
about a week later, but in the meantime it had been possible 
to save the Mass vestments. This same flood destroyed the 
rectory and the house which had been intended for a con- 
vent. Thus, poor Father Ussel ended up by seeing not only 
his dream of a school rudely shattered, but also by losing 
his church and his own residence. Faced by such a catas- 
trophe, a lesser man than he might well have given up in 
despair. : . 

A letter from Fred Walsen was published in the Rocky 
Mountain News on Aug. 31, 1878. 

“The following letter came to hand by yesterday’s mall: 

Walsenburg, Aug. 25, 1878. 
Hon. W. A. H. Loveland, Denver: 

Sir: Our small burg was visited last night by a flood, 
and one-half of our citizens lost nearly all they had. Their 
houses are in ruins and the farmers in the neighborhood 
have lost almost their entire crops. The church, convent 
and the father’s residence are a total loss. In fact, the 
father is homeless. If you can assist our citizens do so 
promptly. 

Fred Walsen, 
President of the Town Board. 


Later reports from the flooded district indicate no im- 
provement in the unfortunate people’s condition, who were 
washed in an hour or two from comfort to absolute want. 
Here is a case wherein ‘‘charity begins at home,’’ and The 
News, in order to start the movement of relief upon a favor- 
able basis, responds for its absent proprietor with a dona- 
tion of $50.” 

But Gabriel Ussel was not the man to fret uselssly about 
past calamities. He immediately set about the task of se- 
curing a new location and of raising funds for a new church. 
Taking into account the parish income for the first thirty- 
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two months of his pastorate, one can better appreciate the 


truly heroic nature of the task which beset him in building 
an entirely new church plant. For the period from Oct. 10, 
1876 to June 19, 1879, the total income of the church in 
Walsenburg amounted to $354.75, while the expenses for 
the same period came to $412.15. 


BISHOP COMES TO ASSISTANCE 


To keep things running, he had to make up the deficit 
from his own siender savings, acquired during nis twenty 
years ot service to the missions of New Mexico. Things look- 
ed rather discouraging even bpetore the flood struck. In his 
memoirs, where he writes of the generosity of bishop Mach- 


-ebeuf toward one ot his priests (in this case HKather Ussel 


himself), one can discern the hand of Providence coming 
to his rescue in the person or the saintly bishop. Of the 
year 1877 he wrote: “Of the many. virtues’ of, ‘the 
gentie St. Francis de Sales, we most hke to extoll his gen- 
erosity ... Quite like him was Father Machebeut. He had 
a talent lor begging money tor the Church and tor good 
works, but he was always torgetiul of his own needs. AS 
an instance of that spontaneous generosity, l remember well 
What happened between him and a certain priest (Kather 
Ussel) of his diocese. The priest had been but one year in 
the parish. The new church with its bare walls, no pews, 
no altar, no vestry, had exhausted his scanty savings of 
earlier years. Then, too, there was an assistant priest who 
had to be remunerated. During a pastoral visit by the 
Bishop, the priest insinuated, though very moderately, that 
he had been brought to a jow financial point, and appre- 
hended great difficulty in facing the future. ‘Well, well,’ 
said the Bishop, ‘your case and mine are quite alike today. 
That is no help to you, but Providence has never failed us 
so far, and we wil pull through this emergency. I don’t 
see that you need the presence of your assistant priest. I 
need that Father for another parish, and his removal will 
lighten your financial burden. If you are pushed at any 
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time, write to me and rely on my good will... Meanwhile, 
my dear Father, because I am sorry for your distress in 
money matters, let us make a complete search of my valise.’ 
Accordingly, we emptied the variegated contents. I envy 
the memory that could remember the different articles.” “I 
profess my incapacity to do so. Everything was scattered 
on the floor. ‘The object is to get your hands on my little 
change package,’ the Bishop laughingly observed. ‘Take 
care, hold those rapacious fingers. There it is over there. 
And here is another one. Now let us count.’ When it was 
all counted, we discovered that there was a totai of nearly 
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COUNTY JAIL 


The builders of-this citadel of law enforcement obviously did not anticipate 
any considerable number of guests at any one time, judging from its size. 
The sign alongside the door lists, for some reason or other, the county 
officers for the year 1878. They are: R. Pacheco, J. B. Hudson, Ben J. 
Doss, Commissioners; C. O. Unfug, County Clerk; J. Daigre, County 
Treasurer; Thomas Sproull, Sheriff. 

(Courtesy Colorado State Historical Society) 
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fifty dollars, all in small change. Such were the gross earn- 
ings of a bishop for three weeks’ time, including even the 
offerings for the many times he had administered confirma- 


tion during this period. After the careful counting, the 


Bishop presented the priest with twenty-five dollars. ‘That 
will keep the wolf from your door for a while,’ he said 
smiling, happy to have something to divide and share with 
another. The priest, in his surprise and admiration for the 
sincere generosity, accepted the gift. He knew his bishop. 
They were old friends, and he could but add a heartfelt 


> dete # ] 


‘thank you’. 
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PART IV 


OLD COURTHOUSE USED AS CHURCH 


In the interval between the destruction of the church 
by the flood and the building of a new one, something had 
to be done about securing a place in which services could 
be held. For the two following Sundays, Mass was said in 
the home of Antonio Jose Gomez. During the next four 
years the old courthouse, located on lot 2, block 52, served 
as a church. It had been given by the county commission- 
ers to be used for that purpose. 

This old courthouse could not, by any stretch of the 
imagination, have been called a very pretentious structure. 
The business of the rapidly-growing county now required 
additional room so that it could be conducted with due de- 
corum. It used to be that when a boy reached a certain 
period in his ’teens, he and his parents, after much discus- 
sion, agreed that the hour for putting aside the things of his 
childhood and putting on the habiliments of manhood had 
arrived. In other words, it was time for his first pair of 
long pants. Huerfano county was now ready to don more 
mature raiment, such as a bigger courthouse, but it by no 
means follows that the doing of a somewhat boisterous 
childhood were to be given up for some time to come. 


AN IRATE SUBSCRIBER 
It so happened about this particular time that the editor 
of a local newspaper was making his way inoffensively up 
the principal street of the town one day. Newspapers in 


general in those manly days were given to expressing rather | 


forceful opinions about the character and ancestry of any- 
one whose political allegiance, or something equally 1m- 
portant was of a different hue from that of the editor. This 
local formulator of public opinion must have trod rather 
roughly in his columns on someone’s dignity, because he 
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was suddenly accosted by the offended individual, who de- 
manded: “What do you mean by printing what you did 
about me?” He didn’t wait for an answer. A bullet from 
his gun put a stop to any argument which the editor might 
have given him. Those who witnessed the affair picked 
the fallen writer up and hustled him across the street to 
a doctor’s office. The doctor rolled up his sleeves and 
started probing for the slug, assisted by an impromptu medi- 
cal corps, which included among its members the recent 
assailant. Five minutes after the firing of the shot, the 
bullet had been removed, and the crowd began to return 
to whatever had been occupying the attention of its mem- 
bers a few moments before. Things were done with dis- 
patch then. The editor recovered, and this was one trip 
to a doctor’s office which he didn’t have to pay for because 
the man who had so nearly provided a change in journalis- 
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MAIN STREET AS IT APPEARED IN 1891 
(Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by O. T. Davis.) 


Looking north along Main Street from Sixth Street. 


38 


re 
4 


“tee 


REA ISLIP ROIS ARES 


ip AT LILIES PIES SIN RIES 


. i a gt ck a aaa a tal 
9 ic Ra A ER ets hi fay: : 


eaeineh aie elthicn lin si WHA nai 
ieset snd a gitorie pobutsn i dottber polar a 
a8) Re i er esa corer out ergperne abe 


ety tier ooh jagve ae 
‘qiat sno asw piglt bos harevoses one ‘od? angel Prec 


<omnaded xOt Yaq OF eyed J abib of doetw asitto a's0}0b # ot 
oe iti Saeune £ vcpeiaine Ne [BA Ce = od saat me 


| 
. 
: 


BIresy ALON TOTTI ee an : re wrens Se aoc - . nae " ie etrercatert 7 tard 


a or me bs ‘ Fs : ; aR Sete 


: SC 
gee ‘ 
aaa F f 
Bes : t 2 
Fe ? $ eee : 
ES ee, earl Cuts 
Ee: atte L- i 3 
eo : ee ; 
f ss } : e hot i t oa 
Rie 5 m3 ; & 2 + f : 
PS ie RS an i i ; 
oe nin dainbomenges Ff 4 ey: ; 
; : { % f 2 LA 3 ant ae | 
é ost a : “ 
RR pi Bes : 4 H ‘ pes 
“deat ; rg o> 4-3 — ~% ‘ 
ee a) ee 4 $ seeS ee 
‘ oe da : sas 
Re 8 4 Scand Fi § 
pee: a I Babee wf og as : 
; & Ys. ok * 4 
% - & x * me % * » 
€.5 aa : eS a ‘ Hi 
Fes t & & pee SRY ; 
BAR OE : Fe & , : : Peeve 
e ‘ # Bs r a aa. | 
SET nk B eK ‘ ae Se 
aS 7 Set t 5 ; . 
e : 1 : 
3 pe ers a 
‘ Stee ‘ 2 + 
et : 
etn Scat er Biers ae 
« = ern oe r 
¥s we Sie Nye ag 
wae $s 
~ age MS. 
pas 2 hig. * 
% Re 
Fk > x Y = Tee ie he ea : “a : h Yt SRQLS 
e-, : * > Ae $ ‘ Pt ie Ney, z = ’ e : <r Ne 
Re . Pig ; i me sy * ‘ rents be Feciema ee ia ie ‘ %. ‘ ae, ee hs Diag 
bs ee otes See ee. ore erty ant Sogn doe oak Se a ee ete es . ‘ soa | 
- . 3 ve eee sexe RN i FEE ee oe 5 Sng ERE ES Rg ah ds rer eee ee oN in. 8 Ase be 
. a = i ‘ Sig, 


“Sue ea ae cL, hes ot : Z 7 bs a> & 
prey et + we 4 se . : et 
& by 2 ze aoe. 


; EN wee . Bey ~ 
sale aa aS ae abs, Dek Maite a eas acca ta ise Sete acwtnes a ad. <a Wcee Seths m k Saa 
THE OLD COURTHOUSE 


After the flood destroyed the church in 1878, this building served as a 
temporary church until 1882. A short time earlier a new and larger 
courthouse had been erected. In later years it was known as Ben Ar- 
nold’s Carpenter Shop. 


tic diet for the town very generously offered to take care 
of the bill. Huerfano county had acquired its first pair of 
long pants, to be sure, but it did on occasion seem to forget 
to act the part. 

The old courthouse was a miserable place in which to 
be forced to hold services, but nothing better was available 
at the time. Even though the flood had destroyed all of the 
parish buildings, it was imperative that efforts be made im- 
mediately to secure a proper structure for a church. The 
entrancing beauty of the location along the Cucharas river 
was poor compensation for the risk involved in rebuilding 
on the same spot. ‘‘Experience had taught the Bishop a 
costly lesson, and he decided to leave the too-enchanting 
beauties of the church property along the creek, and come 
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nearer to the center of the town for the location of the next 
church.” 


BISHOP COMES TO WALSENBURG 


As soon as the news of the disaster reached Bishop 
Machebeuf, he came to Walsenburg to offer encourage- 
ment and assistance to the pastor and people. He preached 
many times, and visited a part of the parish, but what is of 
particular interest is the effort which he devoted to the 
raising of money for the new church. He traveled by wagon 
over rough cow trails; he rode on railroad handcars, on 
construction trains, on horseback. He begged money from 
section hands and construction workers, and he ate the 
rough fare which was their food. 


NEW SITE PURCHASED 


The Bishop purchased five and fraction lots in the cen- 
ter of town from Miguel Leon for $80 on Sept. 3, 1878. But 
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WALSENBURG IN 1893 


Shown in this picture are both the old and the new churches. Consid- 
erable expansion in the town is also evident. 
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TWIN LAKES HOTEL 
(Denver Public Library Western Collection. Photo by O. T. Davis.) 


This hotel was built by Martin and Holmes in 1887 in Tourist City. It 
Was never occupied there, but the building was moved into Walsenburg 
a few years later. The name came from the lakes owned by Dr. Martin. 
The lakes are now usually referred to as Martin lake and Horseshoe 
lake. ‘Tourist City was started as a real estate development, but little 
ever came of it. It was located about a mile east of what was then the 
city limit. This photograph was taken May 20, 1893. 


quite an interval was to elapse between the purchase of 


these lots and the completion of the church. Plans were 


drawn and details completed, and a contract was signed 
between Benjnmin A. Arnold, a contractor, and the Bishop 
on October 29,1879. The original design called for a build- 
ing in the shape of a Roman cross. It was to be 75 feet in 
length and 24 5-12 feet in width, inside measurement. The 
stone foundation was to be two feet in the ground and to 
extend three feet above ground. The four walls were to 
rise 20 feet above the foundation. In addition to the sum 
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LA VETA 
(Denver Public Library Western Gollection. Photo by O. T. Davis.) 


La Veta as it appeared in 1892. 


of money which the contractor was to receive upon com- 
pletion of the building, whatever material could be sal- 
vaged from the property destroyed by the flood was to be 
his. 

After the foundation had been laid, the Bishop became 
apprehensive about the possibility of raising the necessary 
funds in the required time, and he therefore decided to fin- 
ish only the nave of the church for the time being. A new 
agreement was made between himself and the contractor, 
which called for a structure 50 feet instead of 75 feet in 
length. The width would, of course, remain the same as 
called for in the original plans. 

, Progress in gathering the money was slow. Many made 
pledges which they failed to fulfill. Others made dona- 
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tions of animals, such as sheep or cattle. But it took a lot 
of sheep in those days to amount to very much cash. The 
following entries in the parish cash book that year are in- 
teresting: 8 head of cattle, sold for $69; 88 head of sheep, 
sold for $88. Danger of inflation and ceiling prices were 
apparently quite remcte possibilities in 1879, when a full- 
grown sheep was worth only one dollar. 

After the walls were up, difficulties arose between the 
pastor and the contractor, which resulted in the dissolution 
of the contract on March 8, 1881. The cause of the dis- 
agreement seems to have been that Father Ussel thought 
the cost of the work was out of proportion to the visible 
results. } 
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.WALSENBURG 


(Denver Public Library Western Gollection. Photo by O. T. Davis.) 


Walsenburg on May 20, 1893, as it appeared from the ridge to the north 
of the town. 
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WORK INTERRUPTED 


Work was interrupted for nearly a year while addi- 
tional funds were being raised. Finally a loan was secured, 
and the church was at last completed. Nearly four years 
had elapsed since the flood. The total cost of the building 
amounted to some $4,000. It could hardly have been called 
a thing of beauty, what with its boxlike shape and corru- 
gated iron roof, but, at least, it was a church. 

It was opened for service in the summer of 1882. The 
debt remained as something to be reckoned with, although 
there wasn’t much with which to reckon in the matter of 
income. Take, for instance, the collection at midnight Mass 
of Christmas of 1884—-$138.55. Then, too, a considerable 
amount of money had to be spent to keep the little church 
in repair. For a while the walls had as plastering only a 
coat of mud. Shortly afterwards they were given a lime 
plastering, but this proved to be a mistake. 

The building was substantial enough, but it was too 
small for the size of the congregation, since only 150 per- 
sons could be accommodated within it. Its small size meant 
that only a few pews could be put in it, and this in turn 
limited the revenue from pew rent, a practice which was 
introduced in January, 1883. Rent was fixed at $2 per per- 


son a year. The total income realized frem this source in 
1884 amounted to $99. 


PURSUIT OF THE, ARTS 


Even in this small coal-mining community in those early 
days, the beauty and charm resulting from a devotion to 
the arts were not entirely absent. There is no recorded in- 
stance of any local son or daughter having attained fame 
and fortune in pursuit of the Muses in those days gone by, 
but there is evidence that some of them were acquainted 
with the keys of the parlor harmonium, while others were 
quite willing to lift their voices in song. The church bene- 
fitted from the attainments of the more talented. 
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TIPPLE AT ate ROUSE 
This once-large mine was abandoned many years ago because it was 


impossible to work it at a profit on on account of water. ; 
(Courtesy Colorado State Historical Society) / 


There was no properly organized choir in the parish 
from 1869 to 1877, but, during this period, Joseph Bourcy 
sang on Sundays and Holydays, probably without any ac- 
companiment. During the same time, Antonio de la Riva 
occasionally sang and accompanied himself on his own har- 
menium. From 1877 to 1883 de la Riva supplied most of 
the music. In 1883 he seems to have felt that his talents 
and services should receive a more tangible mark of appre- 
ciation than the evident enjoyment of his listeners, so he 
requested seme financial consideraion for his labors. His 
request was granted—at the rate of $40 a year. In that 
same year he crganized a choir which boasted a member- 
ship of six singers. During the last half of 1885, the Misses 
Eliza and Clara Martin, and their brother James, played 
and sang short English hymns during low Mass. 


PARISH CUSTOMS 
On Christmas Day and on the patronal feast of the 
parish, vespers were sung. The date of the patronal feast 
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was a fixed day, the feast of Our Lady of the Seven Dolors. 
The day began with first vespers, solemn Mass and a pro- 
cession. At the end of the Mass on this day, the pastor 
would proclaim the name of the next ‘mayordomo.” All 
this celebrating entaiied a certain amount of expense, but 
there were special provisions made to take care of that 
item. The care of the lights used at vespers, and the cost 
of them, was the problem of the mayordomo. To cover such 
expenses, and to have something to offer to the pastor and 
to the choir, he had the right to collect one dollar in money 
or its equivalent in grain from every ‘devoto.’ 

The patronal feast of the parish by no means exhausted 
the opportunities for processions and celebrations and pro- 
clamations by the pastor. One of the big occasions of the 
year occurred on the Sunday within the octave of Corpus 
Christi. For this event four outdoor altars were erected 
and adorned by the persons who had been selected for this 
honor the previous year, all at their own epense, of course. 
The Sociedad de la Union Catolica seems to have had the 
permanent distinction of caring for one of these altars each 
year. Twelve or more little girls, dressed in white, scattered 
rose petals during the procession. Benediction was given 
from each of the four altars. At the end of the procession, 
the pastor proclaimed the names of the three persons who 
would have charge of similar altars the next year. 
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PART V 


During the first thirty years of development, the county 
had grown a great deal. The jmpetus provided by the open- 
ing of the coal-mining industry, was, of course, the major 
factor in the growth. The parish enjoyed its share of in- 
creased membership. The following item taken from a loca}! 
paper, dated June 28, 1889, will give at least some idea of 
what that had come to mean by this date: “Corpus Christi 
was duly celebrated by the members of the Catholic Church 
last Sunday. The church was beautifully decorated with 
flowers and evergreens. The taste and beauty in arrange- 
ment of the flowers was beyond desription, and gave evi- 
dence that no skill or pain was spared. The procession 
moved from altar to altar. The whole ceremony was most 
beautiful and impressive. It is estimated that nearly 1,000 
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OUTDOOR ALTAR 


This is one of the altars erected out-of-doors for the 
Corpus Christi procession. It was a_ considerable 
honor for a family to be chosen to build one of these 
for this annual religious event. The picture shows 
the altar erected by the Union Catolica. 


Catholics were present from over the county to assist in the 
celebration. It was a great day for the Church.” 


SCHOOL NEEDED 


Father Ussel had tried at various times to establish a 
school, but his lack of financial resources, a small popula- 
tion, and various other factors, always prevented the rea- 
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lization of this wish. However, he never ceased to hope. 
On Friday, June 21, 1889 there was a notice in the paper to 
the effect that “The Catholic Church contemplates the lo- 
cation of an important school in Walsenburg in the near 
future. This is an enterprise that Walsenburg can well 


afford to aid in every possible manner. The ‘World’ is very. 


desirous to see Walsenburg become a great educational, as 
well as commercial, center.’”’ Not all the members of his 
congregation were possessed of the same desire for a parish 
schocl. At one time, when an effort was made in this direc- 
tion, a number of individuals petitioned the Bishop with 
the view of preventing the erection of a school, on the 
grounds that a church was more badly needed than a 
school. Later on, when the drive for funds for the building 
of the present church was being conducted, thase persons 
opposed it on the grounds that a school was needed rather 
more badly than a church. Naturally, in view of the oppo- 
sition, nothing came of this latest attempt at securing the 
desired addition to the parish facilities. Meager collections 
were not the only troubles which beset Father Ussei. 
Many of the things which are considered so necessary 
to amuse people today were lacking to the community 55 
years ago, but that by no means indicates that life was with- 
out excitement in those days. The curious could, upon 
hearing a shot ring out, hurry onto their front porches in 
time to see a body slump to the ground. Then there was 
the time when a young lady from out of town “‘went down 
bright and early Monday morning to the office of the 
Graphic and tcok two shots at the foreman. One ball grazed 
his nose and the other his abdomen, but neither hurt him. 
Both parties were of high social standing, and it was quite 
a sensation anda surprise.” Life was full of surprises. 


Boredom hadn't a chance. 


A VEHEMENT DISCOURSE 


Father Ussel frequently discoursed at some length in 
his Sunday sermons, but apparently he never spoke as 
forcefully as the Rev. F. F. McGee, a Protestant minister, 
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of whom the following little incident was reported on Jan. 
19, 1893 in the ‘World’: ‘“‘At the close of Rev. McGee’s 
sermon last Sunday evening, the stove fell apart, setting 
fire to the room” It might have been that Father Ussel’s 
stove was more substantially built. 

A strong relish for politics is not, as some erroneously 
presume, something of recent origin. Fifty years ago men 
devoted a great deal of energy and enthusiasm and power- 
ful language to the subject. The party whose members 
were at the moment rendering distinguished service to the 
community were referred to by the ‘outs’ as the ‘Gang.’ 
Each group was blessed with a newspaper through whose 
columns a colorful description of the misdeeds of its oppon- 
ents could be presented for the enlightenment and educa- 
tion of the voters. At times the process of enlightenment 
took on a somewhat more forceful character on election day 
itself. 

Money went a lot farther in those days. A man could, 
for instance, receive for one whole year the ‘World’ and 
the ‘Denver Weekly Times’ and, at no extra charge, the 
Works of Charles Dickens in Twelve Large Volumes, all 
for the trifling sum of $3.50. Or, for $75 he could purchase 
a handsome surrey, complete with fringed top. lf he didn’t 
care for so much style, a very sturdy road buggy could be 
had for $28. 

The advertised properties of some of the medicines 
which were available at the local drug stores would make 
the curative qualities of a recently-discovered wonder drug 
pale by comparison. Anyone could obtain immediate re- 
lief from diseases which had been given up as hopeless,— 
just like the young man who had been restored to health and 
wife and job after taking these remarkable pills for only 
a few days, even though he had previously been confined 
to his bed for a full year with consumption. 


NEW CHURCH 


It was necessary by this time to have a larger church, 
and to add to the little church seemed inadvisable, so a 
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PRESENT CHURCH AND ITS PREDECESSOR 
The little church to the left was completed in 1882. It was built to re- 
place the one destroyed by the flood of 1878. The present church was 
started in 1892 and opened for services in 1900. Both buildings were 
erected by Father Ussel during his pastorate of thirty-three years. The 
old church was torn down in 1917 to make room for the present rectory. 


The tower shown in this picture was blown off during a windstorm im 
the spring of 1931. . 
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campaign was instituted in 1892 for a building which would 
serve present and future needs of the parish. The proposed 
church was to be a great deal larger, and was to be con- 
structed of brick. P. P. Mills was the architect who drew 
the plans, and for his efforts he was paid $600. Thomas 
Mooney did the masonry work on the foundation and walls. 
The total cost of this part of the building amounted to 
$7,200. Mooney began the job in July, 1892, and finished 
his contract in January, 1893. The carpentry work was done 
by the firm of Sullivan and Hall. They received $6,700 for 
their work. The stained-glass windows were supplied by 
Benziger Brothers at a cost of $2,170.80. Of these win- 
dows, the three largest were made in Munich by the Royal 
Bavarian Studios, an dcost $1,600. The total cost of the 
church, exclusive of furnishings, amounted to $17,031.95. 


The walls and the roof of the structure were completed 
by the summer of 1893, but about that time the panic of 
93 struck, and work came to a halt. It wasn’t until 1900 
that the building could be completed and dedicated. One 
of the interesting features of this church is that it is con- 
sructed of home-made bricks, from clay dug up and made 
into bricks and burned close-by. 


The new church was a far cry from those which had 
preceded it. Its size was adequate to accommodate the 
ever-increasing congregation. It was the most prominent 
building in Walsenburg, and the first thing which struck 
the eye of a visitor to the town was the tall spire of the 
Catholic Church. The fact that Father Ussel was able to 
build a church of such proportions and attractiveness, in 
spite of a very limited parish income, and in a town which 
was still immature in size and habits, is the best testimony 
to his capability and zeal, and to the place which he held 
in the hearts of his flock. 


Mention of a member of the parish who did much to 
make possible the new church by his generosity should not 
be neglected. This man was J. Leonides Valdez. On Au- 
gust 2, 1892 he loaned Father Ussel $3,000 for the build- 
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ing, and on May 3, 1894 he made a gift of jhe entire 
amount to the parish. 

The following account, which appeared in the ‘Denver 
Republican’ of July 1, 1900, describes the ceremony at- 
tendant upon the blessing of the bells in the new church: 
“On last Sunday week occurred the blessing of the bells at 
the new Catholic Church. This was the fourth Sunday 
since the opening of the new church, and witnessed one of 
the grandest celebrations since the founding of the town 
The church is one of the finest, if not the finest, in the 
state. Father Persone of Trinidad was master of ceremon- 
ies, assisted by Father Pitaval of Aspen and Father Ussel 
of this place. Father Ussel began the erection of this 
church about eight years ago, but when the panic struck 
the country, he was unable to proceed at that time. But 
last fall another effort was made, and he has more than 
succeeded and has built a structure that he can be proud 
of. He was assisted not only by Catholics, but by Jews 
and Protestants as well... The community can be more 
than proud of this building, and Father Ussel can congratu- 
late himself on the success of his undertaking. While he 
spent many a sleepless night during this long time, not 
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knowing where to commence again, the help from above 
never forsook him, and at last the end was reached.” 


PATRIARCH OF THE CUCHARAS 


But by now Gabriel Ussel was no longer a young man. 
He had labored alone in his vast parish during all these 
years, except for the first few months after his arrival, and 
he began to consider the idea of retiring. On July 14, 1902 
Bishop Matz wrote: ‘‘I am in receipt of your two last com- 
munications, both of which pained me exceedingly. I see 
by their tenor that your health is failing, and that you are 
seriously thinking of retiring from the active ministry. This 
is doubly painful for me; thereby J must lose one of my 
most efficient priests who for so many years has done such 
good work on the laborious missions in southern Colorado, 
and because I do not find it easy to supply your place.” 

In the early part of 1903 the Bishop sent Father 
Lefebvre to assist the Patriarch of the Cucharas, as Father 
Ussel was known by that time. On Dec. 12, 1906 Father 
Ussel celebrated his golden jubilee as a priest. In the early 
part of 1909 his health had failed so badly that he was 
seldom able to leave his house. His rectory was, incident- 
ally, a two-room adobe building, heated by a fireplace in 
one corner of the kitchen. During the last six months of 
his life he was unable to lie down, and he had to spend his 
time sitting in his chair. Throughout this period, he was 
cared for and his meals were prepared for him by Father 
Nicholas Bertrand, who was then his assistant. The Pa- 
triarch died on Oct. 17, 1909. 

Huerfano county lost a great soul when Father Ussel 
went to claim the reward promised to those who leave 
home and family and country to serve their Master. For 
thirty-three years he had been unmindful of his own com- 
forts and cares, and he had been concerned only with how 
he might best serve and help his fellow men. The esteem 
in which he was held by his non-Catholic friends was evi- 
denced by the many large donations which they had made 
to projects which he had undertaken. He had seen the 
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The Cucharas river apparently trying to make a new channe] for itself 
down Main Street. 


town grow from a tiny village to a place of considerable 
size and importance. He had built two churches during 
his pastorate in Walsenburg. 

His hobby had been the raising of beautiful flowers in 
his garden. Whenever any of the children came to visit 
him, he always sent them away with a bouquet. 

His earthly resting place is on a hill that overlooks the 
scene of his long years of labor in the Lord’s vineyard. 

The fact that many of those among whom he lived 
were not blessed with the refinements of learning, or with 
wealth, caused him to love them not the less. Father How- 
lett, in his ‘Life of Bishop Machebeuf,’ has this comment: 
“When the history of the parishes of Colorado is written, 
Father Ussel and his work of over thirty years at Walsen- 
burg will fill a long and edifying chapter.” 
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CONCLUSION 


FATHER LEFEBVRE, REFORMER 


When weary hands lay down their burden, there are 
always others to pick it up and carry it onward. After the 
death of Father Ussel, Father Eugene Lefebvre was ap- 
pointed pastor. 

Father Lefebver was born and educated in Canada. He 
Was appointed assistant pastor in the early part of 19053, 
a position which he held, though not continuously, until 
LGD: 


lished in the local newspapers concerning his life in Wal- 
senburg, and his attack upon certain social conditions 
which were contributing to the spiritual and physical im- 
pairment of the community. “The Catholics of Huerfano 
county mourn today the death of one of the most beloved 
and devoted priests that ever guided their steps through 
their spiritual pilgrimage, Father Lefebvre, panto of St. 
Mary’s :Catholic Church.’ 

“Father Lefebvre was born in the province of Quebec, 
Canada, in 1873, and was ordained as a priest there, his 
first work being in Montreal and New Bedford.” 

“Ten years ago he was forced to come to Colorado for 
his health, and at once became greatly beloved by all who 
met him. He served as Bishop Matz’s secretary for five 
months while Father Phillips was away. He also acted as 
chaplain of St. Francis Hospital at Colorado Springs, and 
of St. Mary’s in Pueblo.’ 

“He came to Walsenburg, first as assistant to Father 
Ussel, and when that venerable gentleman died, he was 
appointed pastor of this parish.” 

“As a man, he was loved by all who knew him, irre- 
spective of what religious views they entertained. Although 
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After his death in 1912, several articles were pub- 
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physically feeble, he was never known to give up the 
struggle towards bettering conditions which he believed 
after a thorough investigation, to be corrupt and detrimen- 
tal to the community at large, but more especially so to his 
parishioners whose spiritual welfare was directly under 


his care.” 

“His devotion to duty might have hastened his end, 
and if so, blessed be this noble soul who knew no rest nor 
feared the consequences when duty called. It has been 
said that the unbounded, unprincipled attack made upon 
his character as the minister of God, by certain would-be 
powers, had a great deal to do with his impaired health, as 
it was plainly seen that since that time his condition be- 
came worse.” . 

“Be it true or not, in regard to the effect such an at- 
tack had upon the feeble constitution -of the beloved 
Father, one thing remains undisputed, so far as any person 
acting impartially is concerned, and that is that no man 
in Huerfano county deserves more credit for the change 
in the moral conditions in our town and county than 
Father Lerebvre. The attack made on him was resented 
by hundreds of law-abiding eitizens, who before had given 
little or no thought to the moral condition of the commun- 
ity and what brought the same to pass. Father Lefebvre’s 
sermon in answer to the cowardly attack (which was lis- 
tened to by at least five hundred people) was really the 
turning point of what months afterwards proved to be 
victory towards the enforcement of the law, and which 
brought about the cherished desire of stopping gambling 
and the closing of saloons on Sundays’’ 

“Through hard labor Father Lefebvre was able to 
accomplish the cherished hope of his predecessor, Father 
Ussel,—that of giving the people of Huerfano county a 
parochial school. The school was built at a cost of twen- 
ty-five thousand dollars, most of which was raised through 
his personal efforts... His work for civic righteousness 
and moral conditions in the town of Walsenburg is a mon- 
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ument to his memory which will remain in the minds of all 
who knew him.”’’ 

The following excerpt is taken from another news- 
paper article about him: “The death of the Rev. Lefebvre 
is to be regretted as a blow to morality in this community 
by all right-minded people. While a resident of this com- 
munity he made a fearless stand for justice and human 
decency. So boldly did he attack crime and sin that last 
fall he called upon his head the malediction of the compro- 
misers of crime in this county ... It was a good fight he 
made. Not the fight of which Grey, the poet wrote—Te 
wade in slaughter to the throne, and shut the gates of 
mercy to mankind—but the patient and long-suffering 
fight for the brotherhood of man. Temporary victories we 
win in state affairs and on the battlefield. We stay our 
flags with the bones of our best men, and water the flow- 
ers of our political principles with their life’s blood, but 
we win nothing lasting. It is all temporary. In a few 
years we repeat the same thing over again.” 

“So self-interested is the average man in his six feet 
of bone and muscle, that, with his eyes always on the 


FIRST PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 


Built in 1912 by Father Lefebvre, it was not opened for classes until 
the fall of 1913 after the appointment of Father Liciotti as pastor. 
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ground, he fights for himself and the soil on which he lives, 


but neglects the broader human principles until his own 
toes are trampled upon... But men Of Father Lefebvre’s 
stamp fight for fama in the mass.” 


THE SCHOOL 


Walsenburg was to have a parochial school at last. 
Father Ussel had dreamed and schemed for it, but he 
never saw its day. In his will he bequeathed $2,000 and 
some real estate, all of which he directed should be used 
for the erection of the school. Father Lefebvre complied 
with the Patriarch’s last wish, and the school was at long 
last built. But he, too, was never to see the children of his 
parish gathered within its walls. He died before it could 
be opened for classes. 


FATHER LICIOTTI 


Gn the evening of May 13, 1918, the Rev. John B. 
Liciotti stepped from the train in Walsenburg to begin a 
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VERY REV. JOHN B. LICIOTTI 


Father Liciotti was pastor of St. 
Mary Church from May, 1913 until 
December, 1941. During his pas- 
torate a new rectory, convent, two 
additions to the school, and several! 
mission chapels were erected. 
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SISTERS CONVENT 


Front part was built in 1914. The back part was added a few 
years later. 


work that was to cecupy him for the next 28 years. He 
had been pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Durango until 
his appointment here. One of the first tasks which con- 
fronted the newly-appointed pastor was the completion of 
the school and the readying of it for classes as soon as pos- 
sible. Teachers had to be secured also. It was for this 
purpose that Bishop Matz made a trip to Atchison, Kan- 
sas, to request the Benedictine Sisters to take over the 
work of teaching in the Walsenburg school. Mother 
Aloysia, O.S.B., sent five teachers and a housekeeper at 
first, and later two more were sent. The first group, which 
arrived on January 8, 1914; consisted of the following: 
sisters Etheldreda, superior, Mechtilde, Humiliata, Alma, 
Adriana, together with the housekeeper, Sister Cunni- 
gunda. Seven weeks later, on February 28th, Sister EI- 
frida and Louise came to complete the little community. 


Of this original group only one, Sister Elfrida, still re-. 


mains in Walsenburg, and Sisters #theldreda, Mechtilde 
and Cunnigunda are now deceased. 
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When the Sisters first arrived the convent had not as 
yet been built. A house was rented across the street from 
the church, and they lived in it until August of the same 
year. From August until Oct. 1 they had their quarters 
in the school building. By that time the new convent had 
been readied for their occupancy. 

The school had an enrollment of about three hundred 
students during its first year. It took a little time to per- 
suade some of those first pupils that going out the nearest 
window at the sound of the recess bell wasn’t considered 
the best of form. 


POLITICAL NOTE 


elections today. After 30 years 
a Democrat was elected mayor. His name was Dr. Mustain. 
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FIRST ..PICNIC FOR: THE: SISTERS 


Four of the original group of Benedictine Sisters enjoying a picnic dur- 
ing the summer of 1914. Left to right: Front seat:: Sisters Etheldreda 
and Mary Mechtilde; back seat: Sisters Cunningunda and Humiliata. 
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ee _ THE STRIKE ee a Ie eet 

The years 1913 and 1914 were troubled by an out- 
break of a particularly violent type of industrial warfare. 
A strike was called for September 23, 1913. The miners 
demanded a ten percent increase in pay, enforcement of 
Colorado mining laws in regard to such matters as free- 
dom to select their own doctors, boarding houses, eating 
places, the observance of the eight-hour day, health and 
safety measures, and not the least important of their de- 
mands was the recognition of the union. 

The United Mine Workers of America sent their best 
organizers into the southern coal fields, while the mine 
owners imported professional strike-breakers to keep the 
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CANNON USED IN STRIKE 


This cannon was made at the Walsen mine and used in the 1913- 


1914 strike. 
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mines operating in spite of the strike. The Colorado Na- 
tional Guard was sent into the field to maintain order, but 
the militia failed in this because it was regarded by the 
strikers as the protector of the operators’ interest. Vio- 
lence broke out between it and the strikers, culminating 
in the Ludlow Massacre on April 20, 1914. Several deaths 
occurred in and around Walsenburg as a result of the 
strike. Eventually it was necessary to move Federal 
troops into the district to reestablish peace. 

One day in the spring of 1914 when a particularly 
violent battle was in progress in the west end of the town, 
word came from the sheriff’s office that the children were 
to be kept in the school until their parents came for them. 
About ten children were kept overnight in the school by 
the Sisters on that occasion. | 


PRESENT RECTORY AND SCHOOL 
The old church, built in 1882, was still standing. This 
was torn down in 1917 to make room for a new rectory. 
The new one was completed in 1918. 3 
The school grew rapidly, and it wasn’t so very many 
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Built in 1918. The old rectory had been an adobe building on Main 
Street, where the Joseph Building now stands. 
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years before more room was needed to accommodate the 
increase in enrollment. . : 

Consequently, a wing was added to the west end of 
the building in 1922 at a cost of $40,000. Four years of 
high school had been incorporated into the curriculum in 
the meantime, and by 1925 plans were being made to add 
another wing to the building in order to provide more ade- 
quate facilities for this department. 


FIRST ADDITION THE THE SCHOOL 


The west wing was added to the schcol in 1922 by Father Liciotti 
to care for the rapidly increasing enrolJment. 


DEDICATION ON PASTOR’S SILVER JUBILEE 


On November 10, 1925 Bishop Tihen was present for a 
special meeting with the men of the parish to discuss plans 
for the proposed addition. After some discussion, it was 
unanimously decided by those present to undertake the 
work as soon as possible. Great enthusiasm was evidenced 
by all, and a substantial sum was subscribed to be paid dur- 
ing the year 1926. On March 5, 1926 bids for the new 
building were opened. The contract was eventually award- 
ed to P. J. Sullivan of Denver. Work was started immed- 
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SCHOOL AFTER ADDITION OF EAST WING 


The east wing, added to accommodate the high school department, was built in 1926. 
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iately, and was completed by fall. The total cost came to 


_ about $95,000. The dedication took place on the occasion 


of the silver jubilee of the pastor’s ordination to the priest- 
hood. 

In 19388 Father Liciotti celebrated the twenty-fifth 
year of his pastorate in Walsenburg. He remained as pastor 
until December, 1941, when he resigned because of poor 
health. His twenty-eight years in the parish had seen it 
develop greatly under his direction and influence. When 
he came there were but two Masses on Sunday; when he 
left it was one of the largest parishes in the entire state. His 
greatest work was beyond all doubt the parish school, and 
it was through the instrumentality of this institution that 
such great progress was made. 


SISTER HILDA 


The record of the school would be incomplete without 
a mention of Sister Hilda and her work. She came to Wal- 
senburg first in 1915 as superior and remained for 17 years. 
She was then transferred, but two years later she returned 
and completed two full years of directing the school. In 
the beginning of the third year, Sept. 7, 1934, she died. The 
school made great progress under her direction. Succeed- 
ing years have made of her almost a legendary character. 

The work of the Benedictine Sisters in Walsenburg 
must not escape mention, because it has been through their 
patient efforts and their fine example that the young have 
been educated and trained to become better Catholics and 
good citizens of the community. Those who have received 
their training from the Sisters during these many years to- 
day form the backbone of the parish. 


FATHER NEWELL 


After the resignation of Father Liciotti, Father Ray- 
mond Newell was appointed pastor. He had served as as- 
sistant in the parish since 1937. Under his direction a con- 
siderable portion of the parish debt had been liquidated. 
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VERY REV. 
RAYMOND L. NEWELL 


Pastor of St. Mary Church from 
January, 1942 until his death on 
March 5, 1944. Shortly before his 
death he had been appointed Di- 
rector of the Catholic Charities for 
the Diocese of Pueblo. 


On March 4, 1944 he incurred injuries in an automobile ac- 
cident which resulted in his death on the following morn- 
ing. His death was a great loss to the parish and to the 
community. 


Such, then, is the story of the past 75 years. Much 
more could and should be written, if one but had more of 
the records of the deeds which these men did—But they 
were busy men, and the men who make history seldom have 
time to write it. 
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Assistants at St. Mary Parish since its establishment 


in 1869: 


Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 


Rev. 


Lev. 
Rev. 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rev. 


J. Percevault, March 9, 1872-Oct. 10, 1875. 
F. Guyot, May 10, 1874-Nov. 18, 1877. 
EK. Lefebvre, May 1, 1903-Oct., 1909. 


“M. Mayeux, Feb. 26, 1904-May 9, 1904. 


N. Bertrand, Jan. 27, 1908-June 25, 1911. 
J. B. Cloppet, June 9, 1911-June 1, 19138. 
J. F. Sugrue, March 1, 19138-May, 1918. 
L. Pecorella, May 20,1913-Dec. 1, 1914, 

July 4; 1916-Feb., 1917. 
Rodarte, Dec. 1, 1914-Aug. 2, 1915. 
. A. P. Fenske, July 18, 1915-June 29, 1916. 
Belloni, Feb. 25, 1917-April 18, 1923. 
L’Heureux, July 5, 1920-Aug. 21, 1921. 
Pedrotti, July. 30; 1921-Nov.: 26,1925. 
D. Lynch, Jan. 8, 1924-Jan. 29, 1924. 
aoaeGarthy, April 38, £925-Oct. 30, 1927. 
Schneiberger, Dec. 9, 1925-May 20, 1934. 
Montaldo, Feb. 4, 1927-May 19, 1927. 
Heneghan, Nov. 6, 1927-Oct. 28, 1929. 
1. J., Ernst, Nov. 4, .1929-Aug.,28,.1937. 
M. H. Newell, July 15, 1930-Sept. 3, 1933. 
J. A. Benoit, Sept. 17, 1983-Nov. 30, 1933. 
R. Fox, OS.B., Feb. 17, 1935-May 19,1935. 
F. Potempa, Aug. 24, 1935-Jurne 14, 1936. 
EK. A. Eckert, June 27, 1936-May 4, 1937. 
R. L. Newell, May 9, 1987-January, 1942. 
W. Monahan, Sept. 12, 1937-June 11, 19389. 


HERO 


— 
—~ 


M. Zabolitzky, O.S.B., Sept. 12, 1987-May 1, 1939. 


F. J. Bottler, July 2, 1939-February, 1948. 
H. L. Delaney, June 14, 1940. 

J. H. Gleason, Aug. 1, 1942. 

F. J. Papesh, March 1, 1943-June 23, 1944. 
F. G. Faistl, June 30, 1944. 
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GRADUATES OF ST. MARY HIGH SCHOOL 


Abe, Julia 

Abe, Leo 

Agnes, Charles 
Aldretti, Louis 
Amidei, Arnold 
Amidei, Donald 
Amidei, Geraldine 
Amidei, Rosine 
Anderson, Dorothy 
Anderson, Richard 
Andrews, Anna 
Andrews, Stephen 
Amidei, Eleanore 
Apie, Mary 
Argiletti, Lawrence 
Argiletti, Virginia 
Ariano, Anna 
Ariano, Bernadine 
Ariano, John 
Ariano, Gerald 
Ariano, Joseph 
Ariano, Martin 
Atencio, Alice 
Atencio, Constance 
Atencio, Mary Gregory 
Atencio, Pete 
Atencio, Stella 
Aragon, Aurora 
Aragon, Louise 
Atencio, Val 
Atencio, William 
Atencio, Victoria 
Atencio, Xavier 
Augustine, Anthony 
Baione, Edith 
Ballotti, Reynolds 
Barela, Erlinda 
Barrett, Thomas 
Barros, Joseph 
Barros, Ruby 
Bassi, Frank 
Battiste, Paul 
Batuello, Mario 
Batuello, Geno 
Bellotti, Barbara 
Bellotti, Emma 
Bellotti, Ernest 


1917 - 1944 
Benavidez, Fred 


Benavidez, Henrietta 


Benine, James 
Benassi, Lillian 
Benassi, Lorraine 
Bergamo, Hugh 
Bertolero, Josephine 
Bertolero, Mary 
Biondi, Mary 
Bocim, William 
Bokal, Margaret 
Bonicelli, Derito 
Bonicelli, Fernando 
Boskich, Anna 
Bravo, Anna 
Bressan, Adolph 
Bressan, Arthur 
Bressan, Julia 
Bressan, William 
Brgosh, Anthony 
Bustos, Augusta 
Bustos, Julian 
Bustos, Ida 
Callahan, Robert 
Calza, Anthony 
Calza, Peter 
Campbell, Eleanora 
Caniperoli, Anna 
Cardenas, Onofre 
Casias, Pauline 
Castro, Archie 
‘Chavez, Aedline 
Chavez, Alfonso 
Chevarria, Esther 
Chevarria, Sam 
Chiesi, Louis 
Cisneros, Helen 
Cisneros, Lucille 
Cisneros, Victoria 
Coco, Danie] 
Coco, David 

Coco, Ruben 
Cominotti, Anne 
Cominotti, Hilda 
Cominotti, Elizabeth 
Ceminotti, Sylvia 
Cordova, Anthony 
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Cordova, Chris 
Cordova, Clovis 
Cordova, Esperanza 
Cordova, Frank 
Cordova, Irene 
Cordova, Mercy 
Cordova, Neola 
Cordova, Noah 
Cordova, Ophilia 
Cordova, Teresa 
Cornali, Emma 
Cornali, George 
Cornwall, Grace 
Correnti, Anne 
Correnti, Ruth 
€orrenti, Tony 
Cortelli, Lindo 
Cortelli, Reuben 
Cory, George 

Covi, Louise 

Covi, Pierina 

Cruz, Alfred 

Cruz, Amada 
Daher, Alfred 
Daher, Daniel 
Daher, Della 
Daher, Freda 
Daher, Norma 
Dallafior, Nell 
Dalpiaz, Ida 
WDalpiaz, Josephine 
Wankowski, Josephine 
Danti, Leo 

Danti, Levia 
Iennison, Annabelle 
Dennison, Eleanore 
Dennison, Margaret 
Dennison, William 
Deus, Doris 

Deus, Evelyn 

Deus, Richard 
Dick, Marina 
Diedrick, Elizabeth 
Dinise, Dora 
Dinisi, Sarah 
Dissler, Paul 
Dussler, Theresa 
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Dissler, Virginia 
Dissler, Xavier 
Dratter, Nicholas 
Dunich, Anna 
Dunich, Kathryn 
Dunich, Mary 
Duzenack, Catherine 
Duzenack Thomas 
Eccker, Josephine 
Emilio, Frank 
Espinoza, John 
Espinoza, Linda 
Espinoza, Marie 
Espinoza, Stella 
Felice, Carmen 
Felice, James 
Felice, Josephine 
Felice, Rose 
Feller, Bertha 
Fini, Elvira 

Fini, Peter 

Fini, Victor 

Fink, Agnes 

Fink, Ann 

Fink, Edward 
Fink, George 
Fink, Johanna 
Friel, Irene 

Friel, James 
Furphy, Charles - 
Furphy, Dorothy Mae 
Furphy, Eleanor 
Furphy, Hubert 
Furphy, Loretta 
Furphy Margaret 
Furphy, Mildred 
Gallegos, Gloria 
Gallini, Josephine _. 
Garcia, Ambrose 
Garcia, Dan 
Garcia, Juantia 
Garcia, Maxmillian 
Garcia, Minnie 
Glinsky, Anna 


. Glinsky, Frances 


Glinsky, Stephen 
Gonacha, John 
Genzales, Haley 
Gonzales, Bibian 
Gonzales, Moses 


Gould, Josie 

Grigar, Sophie 
Grigar, Helen 
Gregory, Frances 
Guerrero, Dionysisus 
Guerrero, Ernestine 
Guerrero, Esperanza 
Habib, George 
Habib, Helen 
Haddow, Mamie 
Harmes, Berlina 
Harrison, James 
Herrera, Jcseph 

Hill, Charles 
Hobeika, Alice 
Hobeika, Marguerite 
Hobeika, Thomas _.. 


Jansa, Mary ay 


Jaquez, Agnes 
Joseph, Edward ..... 
Joseph, James 
Joseph, Josephine 
Joseph, Mary 
Joseph, Michael 
Joseph, Norman 
Judiscak, George 
Judiscak, Louise 
Judiscak, Susan 
Kalmes, Francis 
Kalmes, Nicholas. 
Kerr Thelma 
Kilmurray, Ethel Mae 
Kilmurray, Matthew 
Kimbrel, Eleanore 
Kimbrel, Genevieve 
Kimbrel, Irene 
King, Emmitt 

King, Everett - 
King, Martha - 
King, Nancy 

King, Viola 


- Kirkpatrick, Frances 


Kirkpatrick, Henry 
Kirkpatrick, John 
Klarich, Helen 
Klarich, Mary 
Klikus, Alice 
Klikus, Catherine 
Komoroski, Thomas 
Kos, Adolph 
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Kos, Mary 

Kos, John 

Krier, Charles 
Krier, Ernest 
Krier, Robert 
Krist, Louis 
Laner, John 
Lee, Delphine 
Lee, Pauline 
Lenich, Lillian 
Lenich, Marjorie 
Lenzini, Albert 
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Lenzini, Ernest . 
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Lenzini, Michael 
Lenzini, Sandy . 
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Pagnotta, Ralph, 
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Panion, Anna: 


Panion, Mary. Elizabeth 


Panion, Virginia ., 
Panucci, George 
Panucci, Helen 
Paulovsky, Mary 
Paulovsky, Helen 
Pavlick, Charles 
Pavlick, Peser . 
Perse, Thelma .... ; 
Pineda, Modesto 
Pino, Minnie 
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Pino, Ori 

Prise, Ida 
Pugnetti, Elvira 
Macias, Helen 
Macias, Joseph 
Macias, Victor 
Madle, Josephine 
Madle, Frank 
Maes, Angela 
Maes, Benjamin 
Maes, Lucretia 
Maes, Fred 

Maes, Peter 
Maestas, Gilbert 
Maestas, Paul - 
Meneghini, Clara 
Meneghini, Joseph 
Meneghini, Peter 
Meneghini, Mary 
Maldonado, Bertha 
Maldonado, Margaret 
Maldonado, Milton 
Maldonado, Rachel 
Maldonado, Rosella 
Maldonado, Saloma 


- Manzanares, Anna 


Manzanares, Filda 
Manzanares, Joseph 
Marchiori, Edith 
Marchiori, Elvira 
Marchiori, Hector 
Marchiori, Rose 
Marck, Ida 

Marck, Lena 
Marcon, Mary 
Marvelli, Theresa 
Matkovich, Caroline 
Mauro, Frances 
Mauro, George 
Mauro, Frank 
Mauro, Josephine 
Mauro, Philip 
McCoy, Daniel 
McKenna, Elizabeth 
McNally, Georgina 
MeNally, Lillian 
McNulty, Margaret 
McQuade, John 
Martinez, Anthony 
Martinez, Anthony 
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Martinez, Benjamin 
Martinez, Bonnie 
Martinez, Cordelia 
Martinez, Edward 
Martinez, Eva 
Martinez, Genevieve 
Martinez, Helen 
Martinez, Josephine 
Martinez, Juanita 
Martinez, Lucy 
Martinez, Mercy 
Martinez, Mary 
Martinez, Michael 
Martinez, Millie 
Martinez, Minnie 
Martinez, Reynoldo 
Martinez, Robert 
Marvelli, Katherine 
Martucci, Louise 
Matteroli, Albert 
Mazzone, Herman 
Medina, Mary 
Medina, Milie 
Medina, Susie 
Melonas, Anthony 
Melonas, Mary 
Melonas, Marguerite 
Meneghini, Louis 
Mimovich, Bernice 
Miskiel, Adella 
Miskiel, Rose 
Milton, Alfred 
Montez, Eva 
Montez, Inez 
Montez, Macario 
Montgomery, Harriet 
Moran, Elizabeth 
Mosco, Anna 
Musso, Bernard 
Musso, Christine 
Musso, Helen 
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Nardini, Dominic 
Neeman, Virginia 
Nelson, Ernest 
Nelson, Frances 
Nolan, Cornelius 


‘Niccoli, Isabelle 


Niccoli, Ralph 
Niccoli, Russel 
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Niccoli, William 
Nigro, Dino 

Nigro, Michael 
Odak, Anna Rose 
O'Hagan, John 
O’Neil, John 
Orecchio, Angelino 
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O’Rourke, Katherine 
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O’Rourke, William 
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Overand, Clemintine 
Overand, Josephine 
Radeyich, Helen 
Repola, Francis 
Repola, Frank 
Repola, Josephine 
Repola, Rose 
Reviglio, Arthur 
Rice, Virginia 

Ritz, Bertha 

Ritz, Mary 

Ritz, Rose Marie 
Ritzus, Peter 
Rivera, Hubert 
Rodevich, Olga 
Rohar, Helen 
Rolling, Augusta 
Rolling, Charles 
Rolling, Henrietta 
Rolling, Martha 
Romanovich, Salma 
Romero, Ida 
Romero, Mary 
Romero, Rose 
Romero Ruthelma 
Romera, Stella 
Romero, Vernie 
Ruffini, Lena 
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Ryan, Ruth 

Salas, Joseph 
Salazar, Ann 
Salazar, Benedicta 
Salazar, Celia 
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Salazar, Pedro 
Salazar, Theodore 
Saliba, Arlene 
Sanchez, Alfred 
Sanchez, Aloysius 
Sanchez, Boniface 
Sanchez, Clovis 
Sanchez, Cora 
Sanchez, Lucinda 
Sanchez, Nadine 
Sanchez, Ofilia 
Sanchez, P. L. 
Sanchez, Reyes 
Sanchez, Santos 
Sanchez, Susan 
Sandri, Louise 
Sartor, Geno 
Schooler, Eugene 
Sierra, Joseph 
Simons, Marguerit 
Skarmis, Chris 
Solomon, Emilie 
Solomon, Florence 
Solomon, Joe 
Solomon, Marie 
Smith, James 
Spock, George 
Stancato, Joseph 
Stevens, William 
Stimack, Frank 
Stimack, Robert 
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Stringari, Marianne 


Styduhar, Gladys 
Styduhar, Mary 
Elizabeth 
Sudar, John 
Sudar, Martin 
Sudar, Nicholas 
Swagel, Emma 
Swagel, Lillian 


Swagel, Peter 
Swift, Mona Mae 
Tafoya, Oliver 
Tafoya, Sylvia 
Tallman, Don 
Tallman, Doris 
Tallman, Dorothy 
Tapia, Dorothy 
Tapia, Maria 
Tesitor, Anna 
Toller, Delphine 
Toller, Olga 


Townley, Mary Louise. 


Trujilic, Delia 

Trujillc, Fredeline 
Trujillo, Gertrude -°:! 
Trujilio, Mary 


Turner, Helen «35°75 
Turner, George =": 
Valdez, Alcanta 
Valdez, Anthony::::: 


Valdez, David4 scihe:” 


Valdez, OraciG .si."is 


Vallejos; Jack cavicel 


Valdez, Robert ~s!s* 
Vallejos, Benjamin 
Vallejos, Minnie 
Vallejos, Orlando 
Valko, Marguerite 
Vallely, Ruth 

Vanotti, Andrew 
Velasquez, Joseph 
Velasquez, Josephine *” 
Velasquez, Lilia 
Veltman, Herman 
Veltman, George 
Veranda, Emma 
Vigil, Amelia 

Vigil, Cyril 
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Vigil, Damasio 
Vigil, Frances: 
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